Describing People’s Appearance

Here are some ways you and your language buddy can learn and practise describing people’s appearance.

Choose an activity that suits your level and confidence, and make sure you both benefit from the session.

“Guess Who?” is a children’s game published by Hasbro. There are 30 cards with cartoon faces, and you ask
yes/no questions to identify which of the cards your buddy is holding.

“Isita man?”, “Has he got curly hair?” etc.

On page 2, there is a scan of the cards from the travel version of the game, with phrases you can use.

www.hasbro.com

The travel version, which has 20 cards rather than 30, is available from www.amazon.co.uk for under £5

Pick one person from the “Guess Who?” cards, and ask your buddy to describe him using the
phrases on page 2.

IW—HREDHBEAIEDTT ., (Lucas has blonde hair).
WMFZEIEPLTWET, (He has a beard).
OB EMFTTOEHR A, (Heis not wearing glasses).

Describe a person from the cards, and get your buddy to work out who it is.

Ask each other “Who?” questions, and answer with full sentences:-

ENBIEO LEMRO>TVETH (“Who is wearing a hat?”)
E—SPBIESLEMXRD>TNET (“Sarah is wearing a hat”)

And why not ask questions about each other? See how much you can learn about your buddy.



Example phrases

isaman’ « BOATY « BELZIDUWETT
isawoman’ « LODATT « BABDULETYT

isyoung’ «+ HWWTTY « HDMHTT
is elderly’ « FETY - AAIEWTT

‘has long hair’ « EMKRINTY « DHBEBNTT
‘has short hair’ « M08\ TT « DHBHCHNTT

‘has curly hair’ « A —JILLTWET « DBEBA—ILLTHWET
‘has straight hair’ « 08X L —bTT « HDABRA ML —FTT

‘has black hair’ + M2\ TYT + HDH B ANTT

‘has brown hair’ « Z0REBIVTYT « HMHEBEP VAT
‘hasred hair « £ __ TY - DHHB_______TY

‘has blonde (yellow) hair’ « &2 TY « HhIHMBEAIEDTT
‘has grey (white) hair’ «+ ZMKEBTY « HAHABIENNSTY
isbald’ « BEAMIZIFTWET « HAEEMSIIFTOET
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‘has blue eyes’ « BWHEWNTT « HBHBIVTT
‘has browneyes’ « BAS ______ TY - O ___ T9

‘hasabeard’ « EEEE®PLTWET « MFEEFIRLTVET
‘has a moustache’ «+ OFZEPLTVWET « <K BWFZEPLTVET
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‘is wearing glasses’ + IREEZ#HHTITWET - HHBREMNTTOET
‘iswearinga hat' » lBFZB>TWET « (O LEMRO>TNET

‘has a large nose’ + @M KEWNTT - (FLANEHENTT



Other useful phrases for describing real people

istall « EWFHWTYT - E0/=MNTT

i ?
is short’ + HHEWNTT « BBV WVTT Any more ideas”

. . How would you say someone is:-
isfat’ * Ko TWET * JhE>TWET y y

‘isthin’ « YHTWWET athletic
healthy ?
stylish
full of energy @)
studious

looks good in dungarees

All those words for wearing.....

There are different words for ‘wearing’, depending on the type of clothing.
(Or rather, what part of the body they’re worn on).

So, working from the top down:-

B5 « M35 forhats
Tying it all together.....
#1535 - IFS for spectacles

The -te form of verbs and adjectives is used to join a
D(F% for makeup number of descriptive phrases together into a smooth
sentence.
9% - forties and scarves Master this, and you’ll have to start wearing a badge

. to let people know you’re not really Japanese.
%% + &% forshirts and dresses

B< - 1< for skirts, trousers, shoes and socks

‘is wearing a blue shirt’
s BVWIPVEBTOLET - HENW v VEETOET



