
(1) GENERAL REMARKS

/ Volats/ l

INSTRUCTIONS FOR' 'VOLATSI' VOCABULARY LEARNING q TESTINGSYSTEM

Do not be nisled by the apparent sinplicity of this system. It depends for itsefficacy less on its structure ihan on th-e strict regulariiy of its impiementation.
T h i s , i t s c r u c i a 1 c o m p o n e n t , c a n n o t u e u u i r @ e x c e p t b y d e v o t i n g a
supervised class period to i t  every day. Rather than waste class t irne in this-way,the actual implementation of the system wil l  be left to you to t imetabl,e and observefaithful 1y.

The system :an-be applied to other things than vocabulary learning. Any inforn'-ation that is reducible to -tmique equationr I"n be learned ani tested by this sysrem.It can be used for model sentences illustrating syntactic structures, idioms etc.It can be used for learning radical_nunbers. .
It could even be applied, for instance, to pre-exanination revision of non-language parts of the course, Particularry io skeleton answers to possible questionson history, l i terature etc. The sl ips in this case would bear on the face side thequestion and on the reverse side an outline of the answer consisting of key^,oras anaany necessary nnemonics.
rt cannot be stressed too strongl.y that the secret of success in this systen(as in Oriental nart ial arts, carl igiaphy, neditat ion etc) is the regular dailyritual sustained over a long period. rnl-onry possible reason io"tiffi;ffio,

EE-of ability or Pobters oi Loncentration bul iailure to keep up the daily repetition"If only this can be achieved, you will have a powerful tool fbr any kind of learning.

(2) PURPoSE

the s l ips ( reverse s ide) ;
such as Fred lr iang, Dict. of Spoken Chinese.
of a notebook, withffi'

. The PurPose of VOLATS is to provide you with a sinple, self-operating nechanisnthat will enable you.to 
lgup " permanent check on your vocabulary learning and reten-t ion' I t  is not in i tself I  cornplete-learning-system, of course, since..rocabulary isbest learnec in context. It is intended to nErp yo,, iuep under control and reducein volume those characters and vocabulary itens tirat are'givin! you the rnost trouble.It will ke-ep your attention on the problln-words rather than oi words which.you learnelsi]r' what you do about these pr-oblen-ruords may or nay not fall within the scooeof VoLATS, but at le-east you will inow which they are. sorne procedures tt"t ".n ii"applied to the problen words are:

(a) Devise nnernonics and add these to
(b) Collect examples from dict ionaries

Daily Use, etc, on numbered pages
page-number entered on the slip;

(c) Use the column method;
(d) Display then in your roon.
Although the primary purPose of VOLATs is testing and control, it ruas discoveredearly on that there is a valuabte spin-off: by rdgurairy i"riing vocabulary, you findthat you are learning it without aciually t"ying. The system has been tested on atI'east four languages besides chinese and'found io be s,.rtitiiingly effective.

(3) EQUTPMENT

(a) 17 large guidecards (LGs) of which the f irst is labelled 'rNf and the last is1abe1 led  'OUT ' .
(b) 155 small guidecards (SGs) arranged'between the LGs as fol lows (/ = LG, f ig.= number of  SGs): -

/

td 
t/ r/ r/L/r/ r/s/sl s/s/ s/2s/2s/2s/2s/2s6vr

Guidecards are rnade f rom Srrxsrr  record-cards as fo l lor . ls :  LG is  3, 'w ide x  3 l , ,h igh;SG i s  a  ha l f - ca rd ,  i . e .  2 ] "  r r ' i de  x  3 "  h igh .
!:]  t" appropriate number of sl ips of paper 2!" square.
(d) A long narrow box to hold sl ips anb caras (ariow 2', for the cards and 4,, perthousand s l ips
The sl ips rnay be obtained from A. C. Barnesi the current price ir4op per thou_
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sand. 5x3 record cards may be obtained from any stationers; you wil l .  need 1OO.

(4) oPERATToN

(a) PREPAMTION 0F SLIPS. At the top of side l write the rquestion, or ,st in-
u 1 u s | . L @ a t t o p r i g i t o f s 1 i p t o a d d ( a t a 1 a t e r d a t e ) t h e

-alau- the sl ip passes r0UTf. At the bottom of this side you may, i f  you wish, apply
black crayon,or whatever to prevent rshow-throught from the otirer side and inadvert-
ent rcheatingr. Rotate the sl ip 180o on a horizontal axis and at the top of the
other side writg th9 rresponset. When the sl ip enters the systen, side i wil l  face
the operator. It will probably be found nost Lonvenient to prepare slip.s in advance
(e.g. a weekrs supply at a t ine).and keep them in resenre. 

-Oo 
irot nake the mistake

of putting a large nunber into the systeln one day aad nothing on succeeding days.
A-regular daily -input of (say) 5 nakes for snooth throughput and ease of cilcuiation
of efficiency of throughput (if desired).

Side 1

z!.eng
"nildle

%
Side 2 (inverted)

(b) DAILY INPUT, TESTING, SORTING and 0UTpUT.

. 
(1) Beginnine at the front (the ' IN'card), tes.t the sl ips betrueen each LG and the

inunediately {bl lowt"9 19. (If  the system has beeh in use i7 months or more, test
also thcse tone-year-o1d) sl ips that bear tociay's date: i f  fai lures, demote as usual;
i f  succesgfu l ,  p lace immediate ly  af ter  tOUTt. )  Do not  test  any other  s l ips.  The
testing process involves (a) looking at side 1 of s1ip, (b) writ ing dorvn what one
thinks wil l  be on the other side, and (c) turning ovei the sl ip and checking oners
supposit ion. Remove fai lures to one side; leave successful sl ips where the| are.

!?)  Y"Y".*- i : l^9f^ lhe LGs-(except t l l ' l ' )  one s_ect ion ( i .e.  one SG and t t re st ips
imrnediatel l  f fecedilg i t ,_if  any)-towardi the front:-

(3) This wil l  bring one SG past rOUTr. l{r i te _date (day and month only) on top

;li':;$:i"":il1:"!'"iil ff:;ll#{il";t::-(fi :T:,ii{"i'i},:li"}Ef,yfui#1..Til::
(4) Place failed slips, together with 5 new s]i is from those awaiting input, fei".ethe first SG (i.e. the one just recycl,ed under (3)j.

t^14 fo l l -  rcsI t
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